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Area, population, population change

	 	 	 	 31 Dec. 2010	 31 Dec. 2011

Area, total	 km2	 34 092.26	 34 097.72
	 Including:
	 Housing and transport area	 %	 22.4	 22.6
	 	 Incl. building and adjacent open area	 %	  56.9	 56.8
	 Agricultural area	 %	  49.1	 49.0
	 Woodland   	 %	  25.6	 25.7

	 	 	 	 2010	 2011
Population as of 31 Dec.	 1 000	  17 845.2	  17 842.0
	 	 Female	 %	 51.2	 51.1
	 Under 6 years  	 %	 5.0 	  5.0
	 6 to under 15 years	 %	 8.8	 8.6
	 15 to under 18 years	 %	 3.2	 3.2	
	 18 to under 65 years	 %	 62.6	 62.8
	 65 years or over	 %	 20.3	 20.3

	 	 	 	 2010	 2011
Foreigners as of 31 Dec.1)	 1 000	 1 794.5	 1 825.1
	 	 Female	 %	 48.7	 48.6
	 Turks	 %	 30.6	 29.6
	 Italians	 %	 6.8	 6.7
	 Poles	 %	 6.6	 7.3
	 Greeks	 %	 4.7	 4.7
	 Dutch	 %	 3.7	 3.7

	 	 	 	 2010	 2011
Inhabitants per km2 (31 Dec.)	 Number	 523	 523

Marriages	 Number	 81 662	 80 829
Divorces	 Number	 45 710	 44 501
Live births	 Number	 147 333	 143 097
Deaths (excl. stillbirths)	 Number	 192 137	 188 944
Arrivals across NRW2) borders	 Number	 299 912	 333 727
Departures across NRW2) borders	 Number	 282 588	 291 084
1) Central Register of Foreigners. – 2) North Rhine-Westphalian.
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Mikrocensus results (one-percent sample)

	 	 	 	 2010	 2011
Population 
	 at their main residence  	 1 000	 17 844	  17 837	
	 With a migrant background	 1 000	 4 156	 4 129
	 	 Foreigners	 1 000	 1 870	 1 874
	 	 Germans	 1 000	 2 285	 2 255
	 	 	 Incl. those who migrated 
	 	 	 	 themselves	 1 000	 1 344	 1 349
	 Without a migrant background	 1 000	 13 689	 13 708

Families with children
	 aged under 18 years	 1 000	 1 832	  1 816	
	 Of whom:
	 Married couples	 1 000	 1 383	 1 344
	 Cohabiting couples	 1 000	 116	 118
	 Single parents	 1 000	 334	 353
Unmarried children, under 18,
	 living at home	 1 000	 3 002	 2 968
	 Incl. those living with single parents 	1 000	 470	 503
	
Households	 1 000	 8 609	 8 660
   Of which with:
	 1 person  	 %	 39.0	 39.2
	 2 persons	 %	 34.7	 34.8
   3 persons	 %   	 12.6	  12.5	
	 4 persons   	 %	 9.8	 9.7
	 5 persons or more	 %	 3.9	 3.8 
Average household size    	 Persons	 2.06	 2.05

Persons in employment	 1 000 	 8 045	 8 268
(yearly average)
	 	 Female	 %	 45.2	 45.6
	 By economic sector
  		 Agriculture, forestry and fishing	 %	 0.9	 0.8
	 	 Industry	 %	 28.3	 28.3
	 	 Trade, accommodation and
	 	 	 food services, transport	 %	 25.2	 25.3
	 	 Other service activities	 %	 45.7	 45.6
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Child day care centres, education

	 	 	 2010	 2011
Child day care centres	 Number	 9 505	 9 486	
	 Places	 Number	 554 113	 551 740	
	 Children	 Number	 548 182	 545 772

Pupils at the start of the school year	 2010/11	 2011/12
	 General education schools	 Number	 2 141 284	 2 118 079
	 	 Primary schools	 %	 31.0	 31.0	
	 	 Secondary general schools	 %	 8.8	 8.3	
	 	 Special schools	 %	 4.6	 4.5	
	 	 Comprehensive schools   	 %	 11.1	 11.4	
	 	 Intermediate schools	 %	 14.5	 14.6	
	 	 Grammar schools	 %	 27.9	 28.3	
	 	 Colleges of further education  	 %	 1.3	 1.3	
	 Vocational education schools	 Number	 613 020	 599 167
	 	 Vocational schools (dual system)1)	 %	 64.0	 63.7	
	 	 Full-time vocational schools	 %	 17.7	 17.3	
	 	 Vocational grammar schools	 %	 5.0	 5.3	
	 	 Specialised upper secondary 
	 	 	 schools	 %	 4.1	 4.1
	 	 Trade and technical schools	 %	 8.0	 8.3
	 	 Special schools	 %	 1.2	 1.2

	 	 	 2010	 2011
Higher education entrants2)	 Number	 97 237	 119 799
Students3)	 Number	 528 661	 590 300
Higher education graduates4)	 Number	 78 084	 81 379

	 	 	 2010	 2011
Apprentices as of 31 Dec.	 Number	 331 884	 326 136
New apprenticeship contracts5)	 Number	 122 310	 126 553
 5) 1 Oct. 2009 to 30 Sep. 2010 and 1 Oct. 2010 to 30 Sep. 2011.

2) Academic year (summer and winter semester). – 3) Winter semester. – 4) Examina-
tion year (winter and summer semester).

1) Incl. vocational orientation year and basic vocational training year.
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Land Parliamantary Election on 13 May 2012	
Registered voters	 1 000	  13 262.0
Voter turnout	 %	  59.6
Valid second votes	 1 000	  7 794.0
	 Of which for	
	 CDU	 %	  26.3
	 SPD	 %	  39.1
	 GRÜNE	 %	  11.3
	 FDP	 %	  8.6
	 DIE LINKE	 %	  2.5
	 PIRATEN	 %	  7.8

German Bundestag Election on 27 Sep. 2009
Registered voters	 1 000	  13 288.3
Voter turnout	 %	  71.4
Valid second votes	 1 000	  9 389.4
	 Of which for	
	 CDU	 %	  33.1
	 SPD	 %	  28.5
	 FDP	 %	  14.9
	 GRÜNE	 %	  10.1
	 DIE LINKE	 %	  8.4

European Election on 7 June 2009	 	
Registered voters	 1 000	  13 308.5
Voter turnout	 %	  41.8
Valid second votes	 1 000	  5 504.0
	 Of which for	
	 CDU	 %	  38.0
	 SPD	 %	  25.6
	 GRÜNE	 %	  12.5
	 FDP	 %	  12.3
	 DIE LINKE	 %	 4.6

Elections

Voter turnout in the 2009 German Bundestag Election in 
North Rhine-Westphalia, by sex and age group of voters, in percent
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Employment, insolvencies

Employees subj. to social insurance 	
	 contributions as at 30 Jun. 20111)	 1 000	 5 963.6
	 Viz.
	 Women	 %	 44.2
	 Foreigners	 %	  8.1
	 Full-time employees	 %	  80.8
	 Part-time employees   	 %	  19.2

Local units as of 31 Dec. 20092)	 Number	 783 802
	 Of which with ... employees subj. to
	 	 social insurance contributions
	 	 Up to 9	 %	 89.7
	 	 10 – 49	 %	 8.0
	 	 50 – 249	 %	 1.9
	 	 250 or more	 %	 0.4

Labour market situation at end-March 2012	
Unemployed, total1)	 Number	 740 824
	 Viz.
	 Men	 Number	 402 863
	 Foreigners	 Number	 145 202
	 Young people under 25 years	 Number	 53 339
Unemployment rate1)3)	 %	 8.2	
	 Viz.
	 Men	 %	 8.3
	 Women	 %	 8.1
	 Foreigners	 %	 19.6
	 Young people under 25 years	 %	 7.2
Notified job vacancies1)	 Number	 99 079

	 	 	 	 2010	 2011
Insolvency proceedings	 	 	
	 of businesses4)	 Number	  11 521	  11 215
	 of consumers	 Number	 26 329	 25 322
Prospective creditors´ claims  	
	 in business insolvencies	 EUR mn	 12 214	 6 921
	 in consumer insolvencies	 EUR mn	 1 690	 1 548

1) Provisional results of the Federal Employment Agency. – 2) Local units with employ-
ees subject to social insurance contributions and single-unit enterprises with employ-
ees subj. to social insurance contributions and/or taxable activities in the reference 
year 2009 (as at 30 Apr. 2011). – 3) As a proportion of the total civilian labour force.

4) Including small business.
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Industry, construction, housing, GDP, GVA

	 	 	 2010	 2011
Industry, mining and quarrying1)

Local units (30 Sep.)	 Number	 9 570	 9 613
Persons employed (30 Sep.)	 1 000	 1 171	 1 200
Remuneration	 EUR mn	 48 346	 51 179
Turnover (excl. turnover tax)	 EUR mn	 315 395	 348 102
	 Incl. non-domestic turnover	 EUR mn	 131 254	  145 686
Investments in the previous year	 EUR mn	 8 773	 8 000

Main construction industry
Local units (30 June)	 Number	 11 435	 12 003
Persons employed (30 June)	 1 000	 120	 125
Remuneration2)	 EUR mn	 3 376	 3 631
Turnover on construction work2)3)	 EUR mn	 13 653	 15 400

	 	 	 2010	 2011
Construction activity and housing
Residential buildings completed4)	 Number	 17 081	 17 761
Dwellings completed5)	 Number	 29 884	 30 346
Residential buildings6) as of 31 Dec.	 1 000	 3 686	 3 703
Dwellings7) as of 31 Dec.	 1 000	 8 589	 8 618

Gross domestic product (GDP)	 EUR mn	 548 486	 568 861
Gross value added (GVA)	 EUR mn	 490 911	 508 021
	 Agriculture, forestry and fishing	 EUR mn	 2 093	 2 430
	 Industry (excl. construction)	 EUR mn	 122 101	 130 908
	 Construction	 EUR mn	 18 069	 18 879
	 Trade, accommodation and	
	 	 food services, transport	 EUR mn	 98 772	 101 719
	 Financial, renting and	
	 	 business activities	 EUR mn	 137 271	 139 795
	 Other service activities	 EUR mn	 112 604	 114 291
1) According to the German Classification of Economic Activities, 2008. – 2) Monthly results 
extrapolated to all local units. – 3) Excluding turnover tax. – 4) New buildings. – 5) In new 
residential buildings. – 6) Excluding residential homes. – 7) In residential and non-residential 
buildings, excluding residential homes.

Price-adjusted gross domestic product, 2005 to 2011
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Foreign trade, tourism, transport

	 	 	 2010	 2011
Foreign trade1)	 	
Exports	 EUR mn	 160 233	 176 170	
	 Food industry	 %	 5.9	 5.7
	 Trade and industry	 %	 92.5	 91.5	
	 	 Incl. finished goods	 %	 90.6	 82.2
Imports	 EUR mn	 176 562	 203 998	
	 Food industry	 %	 8.8	 8.1	
	 Trade and industry	 %	 88.2	 87.0	
	 	 Incl. finished goods	 %	 71.6	 59.8

	 	 	 2010	 2011
Tourism	 	
Visitor arrivals2)	 1 000	 18 586	 19 510	
Overnight stays2)	 1 000	 42 110	 44 245	
	 Incl.: by international visitors	 %	 19.6	 19.9	
Average length of stay	 Days	 2.3	 2.3	
Bed places3) (31 Dec.)	 1 000	 292	 298	
Av. occupancy rate of bed places	 %	 38.8	 39.8

	 	 	 2011	 2012
Transport	
Motor vehicles (1 Jan.)4)	 1 000	 10 573.2	 10 729.4	
	 Passenger cars	 1 000	 9 029.2	 9 153.3	
	 Lorries	 1 000	 486.0	 504.5
Trailers (1 Jan.)4)	 1 000	 1 030.7	 1 052.7

	 	 	 2010	 2011
Road traffic accidents5)	 Number	 80 562	 82 089
	 Incl. personal injury accidents	 Number	 58 130	 61 666
People killed	 Number	 550	 639
People injured	 Number	 73 009	 77 419

2) Accommodation units (with 9 beds or more) and camping sites (excluding hirers of 
permanent pitches). – 3) In accommodation units.

1) 2011: provisional results.

4) Source: Federal Motor Transport Authority in Flensburg. – 5) Excluding minor accidents.

Foreign trade in 2011, by continent, in percent
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